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RETUTRN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Franciscan Kitchen Mission Statement 
 

In the tradition of St. Francis, which recognizes we are all brothers and sisters, we are  
dedicated to providing food for the nourishment of God’s Family. We will maintain an 
environment of trust and fellowship to build mutual respect and beneficial relationships 
with our guests, co-workers, suppliers and community. These efforts will strengthen our 
organization and enable us to provide a much needed service to our community. 
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                                     In Giving We Receive 

If you have any questions about the Franciscan 
Kitchen’s mission, wish to volunteer, donate, or 
have a talent and would like to volunteer your  
services, Please call us at (502) 589-0140. We 
would love to hear from you and would gladly give 
you a tour of our facility. With the help of many 
sharing their talents, God’s people can be cared for 
and served.  

 

 
"At last the Lord has made room for us, and we will 
be fruitful in the land."  

     Genesis 26:22 

thoughts... final Abundance to Share 

By serving others… 
 
 Christ told us that in serving others we are serving him. Many times in our lives we consider doing just this, but 
we neglect to take the time. It may be hard to fit it into our busy schedules, we may be hesitant due to our comfort zone's, 
or we are not certain where to go and what to do. Other times we may serve our community and in that moment decide 
we should do it again, but never follow through. We live in such a fast-paced world that we tend to forget to stop and do 
as God asks of us. Time passes so quickly in our day-to-day schedules and responsibilities tend to overwhelm us. But in 
reality, when we give our self to God and live what we learn in the Gospel, we come to find the needed time and       
blessings for these selfless acts.  
 As quoted in the prayer attributed to St. Francis "For it is in giving that we receive", Pope Francis is also          
challenging us to do just that by finding ways to help end poverty and hunger. During his visit to the Community of 
Varginha, he is quoted as saying  ”When we are generous in welcoming people and sharing 
something with them—some food, a place in our homes, our time—not only do we no longer 
remain poor: we are enriched.” As Jesus once did himself, Pope Francis is encouraging  all of 
us to step forward and give of ourselves to help our brothers and sisters in need and by     
doing so, bring us closer to God and to move out of our self absorbed worlds or our comfort 
zones and open our hearts by giving time, talent and treasure to our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. When we do this, we become the hands, heart, feet and voice of Christ.  
 Poverty and hunger are certainly substantial global issues.  According to           
worldhunger.org, an estimated 805 million people are undernourished.  That is approximately one in every nine people.  
They state that there is definitely enough food to feed the world’s population. The problem is that many people in the 
world still do not have sufficient income to purchase food or enough land to grow it. The research indicates that there are 
various answers as to what is the cause of hunger. First and foremost would be poverty or lack of resources.  Yet, there 
are many other causes including harmful economic systems, conflict (such as violence and disasters), largely populated 
areas, which make it difficult to provide a decent standard of  living, food & agricultural policies, as well as climate 
change. Many of these challenges we face in the battle against hunger cannot be avoided or easily changed. But one thing 
is certain, we can each do our part in helping to provide for the needs of  those who suffer from this situation.  We can 
give of ourselves  by getting involved with our local food banks and pantries, volunteer at the local soup kitchens,       
organize food drives to share with those less fortunate, and for those who are unable to give of their time or service, they 
can help others by giving through donations.  We are all capable of helping in some way.  Take Pope Francis’ advice and 
“enrich your life” by taking the opportunity to find how you can help, so others can see the face of Christ in you. 



Fr. Fred Pasche 
Fr. Pius Poff 

Fr. Charles McCarthy 
Brother Ambrose Eischens 

Dan Magruder 
Page Walker 
John Rowan 
Joe Fallahay 
Dan Cristiani 

Steve Gettlefinger 
Susie Murr 

Larry Cissell 
Alan Kissel 

Dave Dalton 
 

                      The Best Gifts Are Never Found In A Box 

 
I’d like to give $______ in honor or memory of (please indicate which by circling one ) 
Name____________________________________________________________________ 
Acknowledge gift to_________________________________________________________ 
Address___________________________________________________________________ 
City, State and Zip____________________________________________________________ 
My Name (donor/s)__________________________________________________________ 
My Address________________________________________________________________ 
City, State and Zip____________________________________________________________ 
Phone number______________________________________________________________ 
                                       Your gift of honor or memory is tax deductible. 
                                       Mail form to: Franciscan Kitchen,  
                                                             P. O. Box 1673 
                                                             Louisville, KY 40201-1673 
 
       
 

Board of Directors 

       
Christmas Day is approaching quickly and before you know it, we will all be decking the halls, buying gifts and preparing 
for our family gatherings.  Here at the Franciscan Kitchen, it is no different, except that we are preparing to spend our day 
with those less fortunate than ourselves, so that we may make their Christmas day a little brighter and in doing so, brighten 
our day as well.  On Christmas Day, we transform our dining room to accommodate the huge number of gifts that have 
been donated for the nearly 700 people who walk through our doors.  This can be a big undertaking, but it is truly a      
blessing to be able to bring joy and a smile to so many.   
In order to accomplish such a task, we need a great many volunteers willing to come in on Christmas Day morning, as well 
as, the help of our community for donations to make this possible.  If you are interested in volunteering to help Christmas 
Day or to help set up on December 23rd, please contact us at 502-589-0140.  We also need a variety of items donated.  
Among these would be toiletries such as shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, soap, brushes & disposable razors.  
We also are in need of adult size blankets, coats, hoodies or sweatshirts, backpacks, books and toys for teenagers and      
children, gloves, socks, underwear, rain ponchos, hats & sleeping bags. If you, your church group, or business would like to 
donate any of these items, please let us know.  We are very grateful for your assistance in making Christmas special for  
everyone.   

 Christmas Give Away Program 

 We want to acknowledge one of 
our leading food partners for their        
generosity in helping to provide the food 
we need in order to feed the 400-500   
people we serve daily.  Kentucky Harvest 
has been a huge blessing to our mission.  
For many years now, they have provided 
hundreds of thousands of pounds of food. 
There dedication to helping the less     
fortunate is very honorable and we are 
grateful to them for their help.   
 When operating a nonprofit   
organization, it can sometimes be very 
difficult to find the necessary funding to 
keep up with the daily operations.  The 
Franciscan Kitchen has been very blessed 
by having so many dedicated supporters 
throughout the years. We too would    
struggle without your financial assistance 
and the help of our food partners. Without 
the financial support of its local          
community,  Kentucky Harvest may have 
to close their operation. This would be 
detrimental not only to us, but also to the 
many  organizations they help support 
through out the year.  As a thank  you for 
their generosity, we would like to ask our    
supporters to consider giving a donation to 
help Kentucky Harvest keep there doors 
open.  Without their help, we too will 
struggle to provide the hot well balanced 
meals we are able to serve each day.  Your 
generosity would not only help them, but 
us as well.  
 If you are interested in giving to 
Kentucky Harvest, please send your    
donation to:  
 
Kentucky Harvest 
7705 National Turnpike 
Louisville, KY  40214 
 
Thank you for supporting not only us, but 
those who make our mission possible!  

   Daily Volunteers Needed 

Change of Address  
        We have decided to eliminate our PO Box within the next 
year and only use our street address for all of our incoming mail.  We 
have already changed our address on all of our donation envelopes 
that we send out, but so many still send their donation in regular  
envelopes and write out the address.  For those of you still sending 
your donations via the PO Box, please change the mailing address to: 

  

 Franciscan Kitchen 

 748 S. Preston St. 

 Louisville, KY 40203 

We are so very grateful for the generosity of our  donors. We would 
never be able provide 400-500 hot nourishing meals daily without  
your kindness! . 

 

Giving Back>>> 

    Kentucky Harvest 

 
We would like to thank everyone who came to participate in our Night of 
Trivia.  It was a fun way to raise money for the continual support of the 
Franciscan Kitchen.  We would like to thank our Corporate Sponsors, Silent 
Auction donors, and especially Alan , Angel & Paige Kissel, our trivia  
fundraising team for all their hard work.  
                                              

             Corporate Sponsors 
Republic Bank              Old Father Law Firm          Highland Funeral Home 
Bosse Funeral Home       PNC Bank               Maloney Outdoor Advertising 
 

                                          Silent Auction Donors 

Courtyard by Marriott            Kentucky Derby Museum        
FSH Volunteers   Kentucky Science Center 
Muhammad Ali Center   Cheddars 
O’Charleys   Louisville Ballet 
Arni’s Pizza   Za’s Pizza 
King Fish   Mint Julip Restaurants 
Big Splash Adventure  Mega Caverns 
Marengo Cave   Holiday World 
Lake Rudolph Resort  Fritz Salon & Spa 
Frazier History Museum  Louisville Bats 
Derby Dinner Playhouse  Larry Hess 
Masterson’s Catering  Gheen Science Hall  
Tuscan Italian Restaurant  Alan & Angel Kissel 
Cheesecake Factory  Belle of Louisville 
Buckhead Mountain Grill  Kentucky Horse Park 
Andrew Richards, D.D.S 

                               
              

In the Spirit Of Thanksgiving Trivia Night Fundraiser 
 The Franciscan Kitchen is in real need of volunteer 
help.  We have wonderful crews who come throughout the 
week, but many days we are shy of help to either cook the 
daily meal or serve.  We hope that you would consider   
coming to join us one day a week to help fulfill our mission 
to serve .  
 Our operating hours are from 6am -1pm. Our cooks 
and food prep crews come in to help during these hours of 
operation.  We also have our serving crews that work from 
10am until close at 1pm.  We are in need of extra cooks and 
food prep helpers on Tuesdays & Thursdays.  We often need 
additional servers on Monday, Tuesday and Friday. If you 
would be willing to come give of your time during any of 
these shifts, we would  truly be grateful.  It is such a blessing 
to be able to serve our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.   
 If you are interested, please call Chuck Mattingly or 
Heather Benjamin between the hours of 6am and 1 pm at 
502-589-0140.  

 
 
 
 
Every year on Thanksgiving Day, 
we provide our clients with a 
Thanksgiving feast that includes 
all of the trimmings.  It is a      
delicious meal that we are blessed 
to share in thanksgiving of our 
many gifts.  The serving and   
planning of this meal takes time to 
organize and prepare.  We have approximately 70 volunteer 
spaces to fill for that day and a wide variety of jobs for our 
helpers. Many times, families are looking to find a way to 
share in their blessings. This is the perfect time to give back to 
your community and share in the joy that comes only from 
giving. If you think that you and your family would like to 
come spend you day giving back to those in need, please    
contact the Franciscan Kitchen today.  Sign ups will be on a 
first come first serve basis. The earlier you call, the better your            
opportunity will be to get one of the available  spaces. You can 
reach us at 502-589-0140.  


